NOBEL
I had any or not; and it was over two hours before my ears got
quite straight again, no further accide'nt happened. The oil was
well drained out of the tins as they had been standing with the
tube down for about three hours. I did not burn the other tins,
but cut them in pieces and buried them in the ground. The report
was as hard as that of a cannon. I don't know what to think of
it or the oil, but don't think there could be 360 degrees of heat.
(N.B. The man is very much mistaken here; first, it is exceedingly
probable that there was still oil in the tins, even after they had
been standing upside down for three hours, for if the tins were
slightly bent, all the oil would not have run out; secondly, a
temperature of 360 degrees might easily have been generated
through the opening in the tins, as an ordinary flame is of the
temperature of nearly a thousand degrees; and thirdly, the loud
explosion is easily to be explained by the bursting of the empty
tins, J. B.)
I would also like to know very much how old this oil is, and if
it takes the same character of evolving gas at the same age in
Europe ? The heat don't seem to make any difference, as there
was just as much gas in the tin at Red rock island as in the one
I opened here which has been exposed to the severe summer heat
on the works of the railroad.
I would like very much to know the address of Mr. Nobel
(N.B. I gave him yours, letters to be sent through me. J. B*),
so I could get him to write to the brother at home and let him
know where the manufactories are located in Norway and Sweden
and from that he can get into communication with the men in
those countries and to them propound certain questions which
I think would be a great help to parties interested in the
•use of the oil here and in particular to those interested in the
manufactory here as from the observations of the miners and
manufacturers together. We must get at the actual results of
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